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Sep 30—BRUSSELS 
(Reuters) - NATO was 
considering sending 

thousands more troops to 
Afghanistan and linking 

special teams in the 
troubled provinces to its 
peacekeeping forces in the 
capital Kabul, diplomats 
said Tuesday. 

President Hamid Karzai's 
government, the United 

Nations and aid agencies 
have called repeatedly for 
the NATO-led force's 
mandate to be extended 
beyond Kabul into 

provinces troubled by a 
resurgent Taliban 

movement and unruly 
warlord armies. 

NATO military experts 
presented a range of 
options to the 19-nation 
alliance Monday, focusing 
on how the International 
Security Assistance Force 
(ISAF) can be linked to 
special teams of 
reconstruction and aid 
workers in urban areas. 
"Their suggestions ranged 
from around 2,000 troops to 


10,000 at the top," said one 
diplomat. "We are more 
than likely to start with a 
small option and see how 
things go because it's all a 
question of scarce military 
resources." 

The alliance ran into 
difficulties putting together 
a 5,500-strong force before 
it took command of the 
ISAF mission in August, 
underlining the lack of 
readily available troops for 
missions in hotspots around 
the world. 

NATO Secretary-General 
George Robertson pointed 
out then that Europe had 
more than two million 
people in uniform, but less 
than 250,000 were fit for 
"today's real world 
operations " 

The four so-called 
Provincial Reconstruction 
Teams (PRTs) already in 
Afghanistan come under 
the command of Operation 
Enduring Freedom, a U S - 
led mission of 12,500 
troops which is still hunting 
down Taliban and al Qaeda 
die-hards 


Germany wants to deploy a 
reconstruction team made 
up of several hundred 
civilians protected by 230 
military personnel in the 
northern region of Kunduz, 
but will only do so if it is 
linked to the UN- 
mandated ISAF. mission 

With Afghan winter snows 
imminent, there is some j 
urgency to reach an 
agreement to allow Berlin 
to deploy its team. 

Diplomats said the options 
to be weighed by NATO 
ambassadors Wednesday 
would include increasing 
the number of provincial 
teams to eight and putting 
them under the wing of 
ISAF. Operation Enduring’ 
Freedom could act as a last- 
resort security net for these 
teams if they ran into 
serious difficulties | 

The ambassadors are 
unlikely to make a. final! 
choice of plan this week It, 
will then have to be put to 
the U N Security Council 
for ISAF s mandate to be, 
formally modified. 


Sep 29—UN officials 
condemn killing of aid 
workers in Afghanistan 

United Nations officials in 
Kabul today deplored the 
murder of two Afghan aid 
workers who died of 
gunshot wounds near 
Kandahar earlier this week. 

David Singh, a spokesman 
for the UN Assistance 
Mission in Afghanistan 
(UNAMA) condemned “in 
the strongest possible terms 
the vicious and deliberate 
killing” of the victims, who 
were working for the 
Voluntary Association for 
Rehabilitation of 

Afghanistan (VARA), a 
local ‘ non-governmental 
organization (NGO) which 
partners with the UN High 
Commissioner for Refugees 
(UNHCR) 

The incident took place on 
Wednesday, when 

assailants, who were in a 
taxi, attempted to divert a 
VARA vehicle When the 
driver refused, they opened 
fire and shot one worker, 
killing him instantly. The 


driver sustained serious 


injuries 

and died 

following 

day in 

Coalition 

hospital 

Kandahar 

• 

“These 

acts are 


“These acts are being 
committed against 

dedicated Afghans who, on 
a daily basis and in spite of 
the risk, deliver critical 
services to their own 
people,” Mr Singh said 
“These crimes can have no 
justification.” 

Under international law, 
attacks knowingly and 
intentionally directed 

against personnel involved 
in humanitarian assistance 
constitute war crimes, Mr. 
Singh pointed out. “These 
recent killings once more 
confirm the critical 

necessity for all parties 
concerned to establish 
security throughout the 
country,” he said. 

UNHCR spokesperson 
Maki Shinohara echoed the 
condemnation “VARA is 
one of our implementing 
partners in southern 

Afghanistan, providing 


shelter and operating 
several transit centres" for 
refugees. “The Afghan 
NGO is working in remote 
communities, helping 
Afghans return to their 
homes.” 

Two suspects in 
Wednesday's attack have 
been arrested by the 
authorities. The UNHCR 
spokesperson voiced hope 
that the perpetrators would 
be brought to justice and 
that security would be 
improved as soon as 
possible so that the agency 
can fully resume its 
assistance operation in the 
area. The spokesperson also 
addressed the broader 
problem of attacks on 
humanitarian personnel 
“We are shocked and 
angered by the brutal 
targeting of aid workers, 
which is happening all too 
frequently these days.” A 
number of relief staff in 
Afghanistan have been 
killed this year Two weeks 
ago, four Afghans working 
with the Danish aid agency 
DACAAR were murdered 
in Ghazni 


Sep 28--OTTAWA—Afghan 
President Hamid Karzai made 
a whirlwind stop in the capital 
yesterday to thank Canada for 
helping rebuild his war-tom 
country and make the case for 
more specialized military aid. 

In Ottawa for just over four 
hours. Karzai asked the Prime 
Minister to send a 
reconstruction team of 
soldiers to Afghanistan. Jean 
Chretien said an answer 
would have to wait until the 
end of a one-year tour of duty 
there by almost 2.000 troops. 

"It might be a possibility after 
our 12 months are over, we 
don't know We're looking at 
all the options." Chretien said 
after a private meeting with 
Karzai. 

But he stressed that Canada is 
already filling a role no other 
country wanted by providing 
security in Kabul. 

"We went there because they 
had difficulties to find another 
group, and we went earlier 
than predicted so we don't 
know what will happen in 12 
months." he said. 

Canada's military is already 
stretched thin, which may be 
why Karzai said he did not 
come with a request to 
increase the size of the 
contingent. 

"The only thing that I asked 
was if Canada could think of 
providing a provincial 
reconstruction team to one of 
the provinces in Afghanistan, 
like other nations have done," 


said Karzai. who wore one of 
his trademark traditional coats 
draped over a black suit. 

"We'll see whether Canada 
will have that kind of liking or 
not." 

Karzai said other countries are 
helping with reconstruction 
work in provinces. The fact 
they are soldiers has a 
secondary benefit of also 
bringing security to a region, 
he added 

New Zealand, for example, 
recently sent a contingent of 
100 soldiers with skills in 
engineering. infantry, 

medicine and transportation to 
Afghanistan’s Bamian 

province, taking over a 
provincial reconstruction team 
from the U S Their mission is 
expected to focus On restoring 
electricity and schools. 

Canada has contributed 1.950 
troops to a NATO-led 
International Security 

Assistance Force, the largest 
single contribution to the 
mission. Canada is set to take 
over command of the force in 
February. 

The Canadian soldiers arc 
based in southwest Kabul, 
where they patrol an area that 
is home to 800,000 people 
and extends outside the city 
into mountains and rural 
areas. 

"We hope the Canadian , 
commitment will stay with 
us." Karzai said "I hope that 
they will stay with us until 
Afghanistan begins to stand < 


f on its own feet." 

5 His entourage of 12 officials 
included Afghanistan's 

1 ministers of foreign affairs, 
reconstruction and cultural 
affairs. 

; The stop in Canada followed 
' Karzai's visit to the U S . 
which leads an 11.500- 
member coalition fighting the 
Taliban and Al Qaeda fighters 
in Afghanistan That 
operation is separate from the 
NATO-led force. 

Karzai praised Canada for 
opening .its doors to some 
100,000 Afghans. and 
expressed gratitude for other 
financial aid. 

"Basically I came here to 
thank the Prime Minister, the 
government and the people of 
Canada for the help that they 
have provided to Afghanistan 
over the past many, manv 
years, not only (the last) two 
years." he said, pointing to 
help for Afghan refugees in 
Pakistan and during the fight 
for independence from the 
Soviet Union 

Chretien had warm words for 
Karzai's efforts to put his 
country back together after the 
fall of the Taliban 
"The president faces a ven 
difficult task When I sec a 
president like Mr. Karzai. I 
think about how easy the job 
of a Canadian prime minister 
is in comparison to what he 
faces every day He does his 
job with a lot of courage and 
determination." 


'•••- ' ", ■■■ V '• ’//Vs/////s/.>/ '////.'///& 

Sep 29—PESHAWAR (The 
News) - US warplanes on 
Monday again bombed 
Pakistani territory in South 
Waziristan Agency in pursuit 
of wanted Taliban and al- 
Qaeda fighters. but no 
casualties or damage to 
property was reported. 

Locals claiming to be 
cyew itncsscs informed The 
News from Angoor Adda, the 
border town in the tribal 
agency , said that as many as 
four bombs were, dropped in 
the mountainous Zia Uoba 
area at about -.12 noon "No 
reports of loss to human lives 
or damage to property have 
been received so far." said 
Dilawar Khan. However. 


■/////////, 

sources in the political 
administration said that 
according to their 
information, the bombs were 
dropped on the Afghan side of 
the border on Monday. 

Tribal sources claimed that 
Taliban fighters have 
regrouped in Birmal and areas 
inside Afghanistan beyond 
Angoor Adda in Paktika 
province of Afghanistan and 
have intensified attacks on the 
military bases of the coalition 
forces during the last several 
weeks. 

"The attacks against the US 
and allied forces arc on the 
increase since July, but so far 
there is no visible spillover of 


the guerrilla attacks on this 
side of the border." said a 
Pakistani official requesting 
not to be named. 

Our Wana correspondent 
adds: Exchange of fire 

between the coalition forces 
and suspected Taliban fighters 
continued amidst heavy 
bombing by US warplanes for 
several hours. Locals said that 
Monday's fighting and 
bombing by US planes in 
Birmal was perhaps the 
longest and severe since the 
Taliban regime was toppled 
about two years back, which 
indicate that major combats 
could still be expected and 
that resistance in Afghanistan 
was growing than subsiding. 


Sep 30—CHICAGO 

(Reuters) - The White 
House said on Tuesday it 
was shifting $290 million 
from military to 
reconstruction efforts in 
Afghanistan 

The money was initially 
earmarked for the Defense 
Department, but President 
Bush told Congress it 
would be redirected to the 
State Department to 


"accelerate a variety of 
initiatives already 

underway in Afghanistan." 
The statement was issued 
by the White House during 
Bush's trip to Chicago. 

The decision comes a week 
after the president tapped 
his special envoy in 
Afghanistan, Zalmay 

Khalilzad, to take over as 
ambassador to oversee an 
expanded reconstruction 


program in the war-ravaged 
country. 

Bush has asked Congress 
for an additional $1.2 
billion for Afghanistan's 
reconstruction, of which 
$400 million would be 
available immediately and 
$800 million was requested 
from Congress for next 
year. 

He also sought $11 billion 
for U S. military operations 
in Afghanistan. 






















Page 4, 


Erada(Intention) 


2,October, 2003 



Sep 29--KABUL, 

Afghanistan (AP) 
Afghanistan's national army 
gained a new battalion on 
Monday, boosting the force 
to about 6,000 and raising 
hopes that government 
troops will one day take 
control from warlord 
militias that hold sway over 
large parts of the country 

The 663 soldiers and 13 
officers of the 11th battalion 
paraded to a military band 
and drilled with AK-47 
rifles at a ceremony at their 
Kabul training ground. It 
was the first time that 
Afghan, rather than foreign, 
instructors trained an entire 
battalion Officers received 
training from French 

instructors on .how to run 
12-week basic training 

courses. 

The battalion is the first 
combat support battalion for 
the army s 3rd Brigade Its 
soldiers will provide 

engineering, medical and 
scout skills. The United 
States has provided 
uniforms and other basic 
equipment. Weapons came 

from former Soviet bloc 
countries. 

Gen Juma Mohammed 
Naser, the head of Defense 


Ministry's training 

department, told the 

graduates that the national 
army would be crucial for 
providing security for the 
constitutional council, or 
jirga, scheduled for 

December and historic 
elections, planned for June. 

The U S. headquarters in 
Afghanistan said in a 
statement that the 
battalion's graduation "is 
another step toward 
building a strong national 
army ." 

No precise ethnic 
breakdown of the new 
battalion was given, but 
recruits were drawn from 
the Pashtun group dominant 
in the south, as well as 
Tajiks, who dominated the 
Northern Alliance before it 
overthrew the Taliban 
regime with the help of a 
U.S.-led coalition in 2001. 
Other soldiers come from 
the Hazara and Uzbek 
minorities. 

Afghan leaders have said 
they want a force of 70,000, 
but training has been slow. 
Foreign sponsors say that 
could take at least five 
years. 

The problem is aggravated 


because President Hamid 
Karzai s government holds 
little influence outside 
Kabul and the rest of the 
country is controlled by 
local warlords | 

Taliban insurgents and their 
al-Qaida allies also have 
stepped up attacks against 
Afghan authorities and 
humanitarian workers in the 
south and the east In recent 
months, Afghan soldiers 
and members of the 11,500- 
strong U.S.-led coalition 
force have been deployed 
to fight insurgents 

The Afghan Defense 
Ministry says it will open 
three recruiting centers 
around the country by the 
end of October and has 
issued a leaflet offering 
recruits "opportunities for 
exciting training, adventure 
and travel all overj 
Afghanistan as they build a 
stable and secure country." 

The leaflet also promised 
an Afghan national army 
private a monthly wage of] 
about $50 - a fortune in a 
country where an average 
family makes less than $20 
per month - and three hot 
meals a day. 


Sep 29--An audiotape 
attributed to al-Qaeda 
deputy Ayman al-Zawahri 
and broadcast on two Arab 
satellite channels accused 
the United States of trying 
to abolish Islam. 

The tape, aired in excerpts 
on Al-Jazeera and Al- 
Arabiya, appeared to be 
recent, as the speaker 
referred to Israeli Prime 
Minister Ariel Sharon's 
visit to India earlier this 
month and the September 6 
resignation of Palestinian 
Prime Minister Mahmoud 
Abbas. 



500 More Afghan Troops 
Ataii] Border 

Sep 29—KABUL (The News) - Afghanistan 
south-eastern Paktika province, on the 
frontline of a violent resurgence by Taliban 
forces, will deploy 500 more troops along its 
border with Pakistan and retake a Taliban- 
controlled district, officials said on Monday 


Taliban fighters have controlled Barmal 
district. 15 kilometres from the border facing 
Pakistan□ tribal area of South Waziristan. 
since attacking it last month and driving civil 
and military leaders out. 

"We have decided to take control of Bannai 
district again and send the district chief back 
If he is not ready to go. we will appoint a new 
district chief." Provincial Security 
Commander General Daulat Khan told AFP 

Provincial governor Mohammad Ali Jalali will 
travel to Kabul to seek Defence Minister 
Mohammad Qasim FahimD backing, he 
added. "There arc lots of Chechens. Arabs and 
other Taliban in Waziristan crossing the 
border from time to time and attacking Afghan 
forces so we have to block the border." Daulat 
said. 

The decision to deploy extra 500 troops on the 
border was made in an emergency meeting on 
Sunday attended by troops from the US-led 
military coalition. Daulat Khan said The 
militiamen would be deployed to seal the 
border facing South Waziristan. which Daulat 
claimed was being used by militants and 
Taliban fighters to*infiltrate Afghanistan. 
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Sep 30—BBC - A United States soldier has 
been killed and two others wounded in heavy 
fighting in south-eastern Afghanistan, the US 
military says 

"The soldiers were engaged in a combat 
manoeuvre against anti-coalition soldiers." 
US Colonel Rodney Davis told journalists at 
the Bagram air base on Tuesday 

He said two enemy fighters had been killed 
in the exchange, which happened on Monday 
near the town of Shkin in Paktika Province 

US forces have been engaged in a number of 
operations in recent months against 
suspected Taleban fighters who have vowed 
to regain power in Afghanistan 

Regular rocket attacks 

The name of the dead soldier has been 
withheld, pending notification of his family 
The US base at Shkin has repeatedly come 
under rocket attack, and two US soldiers died 
there battling suspected Taleban gunmen on 
31 August 

Colonel Davis had earlier described Shkin as 
"the most evil place in Afghanistan" because 
more US-led coalition soldiers have lost their 
lives there than anywhere else in the country 

Afghan officials say Taleban fighters have 
seized control of the neighbouring border 
district of Barmal. and are using it to launch 
attacks. 

Five US soldiers have died in Afghanistan 
since August this year. 


"The crusade camp that is 
led by America and its 
allies from the infidels and 
hypocrites is targeting 
Islam and Muslims, even if 
it claims that it is fighting 
terrorism. ... This campaign 
is seeking to abolish Islam 
as a doctrine and a law," 
the voice said. He said that 
what the West called 
terrorism was the Muslim's 
jihad. The voice identified 
as al-Zawahri urged 
Muslims to "resist this 
Jewish crusade". 

The content of the speech, 
including the provocative 
wording, was similar to 
previous recordings 

attributed to al-Zawahri. He 
did not threaten imminent 
attacks. Al-Jazeera 

spokesman Jihad Bailout 
told The Associated Press 
that the station received a 
telephone call from an 
unknown person saying 
they had a recording "that is 
of epneern to you" and 
suggested the station tape 
the rest of the phone call 
Bailout would not say when 
the call was received. 
Bailout said the station 
would broadcast only edited 
portions of the tape. Al- 
Arabiya appeared to have 


aired more of the tape, 
which it said it "obtained" 
but did not explain how. 

The tape was poor quality 
but sounded like al- 
Zawahri's voice, though it 
could not be independently 
confirmed 

"1 thus call for jihad (holy 
war) against this campaign 
that seeks to end Islam as a 
doctrine and law and turn 
us into a herd that follows 
the lords of Washington, 
Tel Aviv and London," the 
speaker said. "All that bin 
Laden did was take revenge 
against America for all that 
it has done against 
Muslims," the speaker said. 

He also referred to a US 
Congressional report on the 
September 11, 2001, terror 
attacks. Parts of the report 
that were kept secret 

reportedly examined Saudi 
connections to al-Qaeda. 

"The part of the US 
Congress report about the 
incidents of September 11, 
which the US government 
banned from publishing, 
contained - a 

recommendation calling for 
the Saudi government to be 
barred from printing and 
distributing the holy Koran 
Why? Because it contains 
verses that incite hatred of 
Jews and Christians." He 
also criticised Israelis as 
arrogant, and called Sharon 
"the killer of Muslims and 


desecrator of the sanctity of 
al-Aqsa mosque". "His visit 
to India and the deals that 
he made with India ... such 
idiocy," the voice said 

In excerpts aired later, the 
speaker turned his 
condemnation to Pakistani 
President Pervez 

Musharraf 

"Musharraf is the one who 
enabled America to end the 
Islamic emirate in 
Afghanistan. Without him 
America would not have 
been able to do that," the 
speaker said "He says he is 
preserving Pakistan's 

security but he knows that 
he cannot remain in power 
without the crusader's 
consent." 

Al-Jazeera has been 
criticised by the United 
States for airing tapes from 
al-Qaeda leaders, former 
Iraqi President Saddam 
Hussein and groups that 
claim responsibility for 
attacks on US soldiers in 
Iraq The US government 
says such tapes might 
contain coded messages 
and incite more terror 
attacks. "Our editing 
policy, which is directly 

connected to our editorial 
policy, is quite clear," 
Bailout said. "We're a news 
organisation. We're in the 
business of disseminating 
news and information to 
our audience." 

On September 10, Al- 
Jazeera aired a videotape 
showing al-Qaeda leader 
Osama bin Laden and al- 
Zawahri walking on a 
rocky mountainside, the 
first images of the men in 
two years. The CIA said the 
men's voices on the 
accompanying audiotape 
were probably authentic. 



Sep 28—PESHAWAR. 

Pakistan (AP) - Suspected 
•Islamic insurgents burned 
down a school for girls in 
eastern Afghanistan because 
they oppose education for 
women, a government official 
said Sunday. No injuries were 
reported. 

The single-story Shaga 
Primary School was left in 
ruins after the arson attack late 
Saturday in the Dara-e-Noor 
district of Nangarhar province, 
information ministry official 
Zubair Khaksar said in a 
telephone interview from the 
province's capital of Jalalabad. 
The attackers tied up the 
school s guard and set the 
building on fire before fleeing, 
Khaksar said 

"This is the work of the 


Taliban," he said. "Nobody 
else burns schools." 
No one claimed 

responsibility. Afghan 

officials have blamed Islamic 
rebels, mainly Taliban 
fighters, for attacks targeting 
schools in the past. 

Taliban fighters loyal to 
renegade warlord Gulbuddin 
Hckmatyar and al-Qaida have 
allegedly been distributing 
pamphlets in Jalalabad 
demanding that girls be 
stopped from going to school 
- a harsh interpretation of 
Islamic laws by the militia. 

The "night letters" also called 
for jihad - or holy war - 
against American troops in 
Afghanistan. A U.S.-led 


coalition ousted the Taliban in 
late 2001 for harboring al- 
Qaida. which is blamed for 
the Sept 11 attacks in 

America. 

Hckmatyar is a former prime 
minister and is suspected of 
collaborating with the Taliban 
to fight US. forces in 

Afghanistan. He is the leader 

of the Hczb-c-lslami. or Party 
of Islam, and has so far eluded 
U.S. efforts to capture him. 

Fighters from Hezb-e-Islami. 
the Taliban and al-Qaida are 
believed to have stepped up 
attacks against government 
troops, aid workers and 
schools, especially in the east 
and south of Afghanistan 

where the country' borders 
Pakistan. 
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